Small Group Ministry November 19th and November 20, 2006
Topic:  What part do traditions play in your beliefs?
Date
Next Topic Inherent Worth and Dignity- How do you deal with people and US immigration
Words for Gathering 

Ours is the living tradition, confirmed by the living experience of those who have passed through grief to compassion, through despair to confidence, through disillusionment to hope, through guilt to gentleness, carried by a power of transforming life we cannot name but which is made visible in and through us by our empathy for one another and for all  men and women everywhere. Rev. John Wolf

Sitting in Stillness: 

As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space let us take a moment to sit and listen in silence together
Communing/ connecting / checking in

Lighting candles, as we share what is going on in our lives. A time to check in for a few moments, to express and then set aside what we carry from our day so that we can be together in mind, body and spirit. We will be listening, not commenting as each person either speaks of passes.

An opportunity to share news of what has been happening. What are you giving up to be in this group today? Each group should develop its own customs about the length of sharing and responses.  This would become part of the covenant
Covenant review/ project discussion/ other business

Reviews of covenant determine if and or what changes. How to act together. Discuss service project 
Theme for Reflection: Do traditions help to determine our beliefs? What part do they play in our beliefs?
Questions for Reflection


One or more of these questions may speak to you as you think about the topic. We will each have a few moments to respond, without comment from others. Passing is always an option

Knowing our traditions, it has been said, makes us reach beyond our conscious memories to the earliest attempts to name our origins, to discover our common humanity and our uniquely divine potential, do you agree?

What traditions are part and parcel of your identity that you want to pass on to the next generations- here in church and in your family (however you define your family) structure?

Do your and the traditions of the church help you to live through all of life experiences as John Wolf suggested, how so? If they don’t how could they? 

Likes and Dislikes

Each participant has an opportunity to say I liked (about this meeting) or I wish (what might have been different). Participants might also share briefly if they have been touched by another person’s speaking. 
Words for parting


We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again. Elizabeth Selle Jones.
Next session topic: The inherent worth and dignity of every person- immigration and hospitality
�  Rev. John Wolf, Unitarian Universalism 1986: Selected Essays. p 20, from the Berry Street Essay 1986. Religion, The Church, and Our Mission in the World, June 23, 1986





