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OPENING WORDS

“The people we encounter daily, at the gas station and the grocery store and the flower shop, aren’t incidental to our lives. Benedict teaches us that if we close ourselves to the stranger, we close ourselves to the Sacred.” 
– Radical Hospitality: Benedict’s Way of Love by Daniel Holman and Lonni Collins Pratt (unless otherwise noted, all quotes are from this book.)

CHALICE LIGHTING 
	Leader:	We gather together as a community of memory and hope to celebrate life and its infinite possibilities for love.

	ALL:  		We light this chalice as a symbol of the light within every human heart.  May our individual sparks meet and merge bringing both light and warmth to the world.

SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS
Did you find a message from yourself, or the Divine, or the Spirit of Life in an encounter with a stranger recently?

READINGS

“This is the core of monastic life. Listen.…you are invited to open your ears, open your heart, and listen for wisdom, listen for a Voice, listen for the more that is woven into all that is.” 
“Jesus told a story. A traveler is accosted, robbed, beaten, and left to die. The dying man is ignored, as he suffers on the side of the road, by the ‘right’ kind of people, acceptable people with solid values and important priorities. These are people like us. They have things to do. They are trying very hard to get it all done. They aren’t vicious people, but they do consider caution a virtue. It was the ‘wrong’ kind of person, in the culture of the New Testament…who stopped to help…When we say ‘The Good Samaritan,’ we are saying, ‘The Good but Completely Unacceptable Foreigner.’”
“Go with us to the corner of the sprawling market in Mexico City where an old Indian man named Pota-lamo is selling onions. Twenty strings of onions lay in front of him. A guy from Denver walks up and asks, ‘How much for a string of onions?’

“’Ten cents,’ replies Pota-lamo.
“’How much for two strings?’
“Poto-lamo fixes his eyes on him and says, ‘Twenty cents.’
“’What about three?’
“’Thirty cents.’
“’Not much of a reduction for quantity. Would you take twenty-five cents for three?’
“’No.’
“’Well, how much for all of it, the whole twenty strings?’
“’I will not sell you the whole twenty strings.’
“’Why not?’ asks the American. ‘Aren’t you here to sell onions?’
“No,’ replies Pota-lamo, ‘I am here to live my life. I love this market. I love the crowds. I love the sunlight and smells. I love the children. I love to have my friends come by and talk about their babies and their crops. That is my life and for that reason, I sit here with my twenty strings of onions. If I sell all my onions to one customer, then my day is over and I have lost my life that I love - and that I will not do.’” (Of course, it might be fun to ask two volunteers to act out the parts, instead of reading.) 
SILENT REFLECTION
Think about your core values. Where are “being,” “connecting,” “doing” and “having” on that list? Does the way you live your life indicate a different line up of priorities? What shifts could bring your life more into line with your ideal? 
Did the stories cause you to question your priorities?
Do you agree with the premise of the two stories – that being and relating are more important than accomplishing and having? We have that tension within our own faith roots. Unitarians, one might say, are about accomplishing important things in the world, making changes for the good of all. Universalists might be described as the “being” people. Their desire was to spread love and the knowledge that everyone lives in love to everyone, like some 1968 hippie.  

 COMMUNING (Sharing & Listening without cross conversation)

DIALOGUE (Sharing & Listening with cross conversation)

CLOSING CIRCLE                                        


